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Alan Waters and Don Alexander manned the front desk welcoming arriving guests and 

Rotarians, collected their money and recorded their attendance. Don Bateman filled in initially 

until Dan Doherty arrived to greet all the attendees to our meeting. 

 

President Grant called the meeting to order, asked Robyn Braley to lead the national anthem, 

followed by Stan Cichon with the invocation. 

 

Sergeant at Arms Chuck Morrison then took on the role of directing the order for the tables to 

proceed to the buffet, giving due respect to the reporter and the members seated with the 

reporter. 

 

Grant started the proceedings by asking Dan Doherty to introduce the guests at today’s meeting. 

There were eighteen guests visiting and a number of members of the press wishing to cover the 

comments of the candidates.  

 

Registered guests were:  

Paul Miller 

Doreen Webb 

Guest Speaker 

Guest of Janet Slemko 

Andrew Bittcon Guest of Brent Barootes 

Gerry Erickson Guest of Robyn Braley 

Ron Williamson Guest of Holland Berry 

Fred Raven Guest of David Marshall 

Jim Wahl Guest of David Marshall 

Glen Meyers Guest of  Bryden Horwood 

Diane Task Guest of  Ron Staughton 

Doug Cook Guest of  Holland Berry 

Marlene Wiens Guest of  Marie Rickard 

Glenn Mortensen 

A. Anderson 

Guest of Vasile Douros 

Guest of Tim Anderson 
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Bob Hill Visitor from Airdrie Club 

Doug Fosbrooke  Visitor from Calgary Sarcee Club 

and were given Calgary West’s traditional greeting. 

 

Announcements 

Stan Cichon announced that a field trip to the Tsuu T’ina reservation would be the programme 

for the March 2, 2012, meeting. This will be a motor coach guided tour of the historic Tsuu T’ina 

Indian lands. This is a unique opportunity not offered to the public at large. The cost will be $25 

and will cover the coach cost and a soup and sandwich lunch. Registration required, First come 

first served, to a maximum of 50 people. Contact Stan C. for registration. 

 

Chuck Morrison announced that Rod O’Hara, a former member of Calgary West, passed away. 

A service is scheduled for Thursday, February 9, 2012, at the Glencoe Club. 

 

Janet Slemko presented a cheque on behalf of RCCW to Doreen Webb of the Inn from the 

Cold organization. 

 

Andrew Bittcon, an owner of Bubbles Carwash presented an overview of an upcoming 

initiative called “Wash Away Thirst”. Started in 2011, it now has over 100 independent 

carwashes in North America participating by contributing a portion of the price of the carwash 

towards supplying water to communities without adequate water.  Rotary International is 

involved and Andrew is proposing that local Rotary involvement is planned so that a $20 wash 

coupon would be sold for a car wash, and 1/2 proceeds would go to Rotary for water related 

projects. 

 

Doug Fosbrooke invited Calgary West Rotarians to a Charter Members’ night starting at 7:00 pm 

on February 24 at the Big Rock Brewery Grill as Calgary West was a sponsoring club in 1988. 

The event is to recognize the outstanding contributions of the charter members and supporters of 

the Sarcee Club. Tickets are $30. RSVP to Jo-Ann Low at 403-249-4460. 

 

Ron Brookes reminded everyone that time is running out to order Strawberry Shortcakes. The 

order cut-off date is Wednesday, February 8. Volunteers are needed for preparing the shortcakes 

on February 13, and for delivering on February 14. Contact Ron at 403 242 4146. 

 

Denise Penner-Collins happily accepted the winnings of the 50/50 draw, breaking a seven-year 

drought of winning for her! 

 

The Jewish National Fund of Calgary wishes to announce that they will pay tribute to Sam 

Switzer for his active interest and philanthropy on June 7, 2012, at the 2012 Negev Gala.  

For further information please call 403 255 0295. 
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Guest Speaker 

Tim Anderson introduced the guest speaker, Paul Miller. Paul is Senior Vice President, Oil 

Pipelines for TransCanada Ltd. and has the recently much published Keystone XL Project in his 

area of responsibility. 

 

Paul opened his presentation with some background information about the global oil reserves. 

Canada ranks 3
rd

 in the world for the size of reserves it has, after Venezuela and Saudi Arabia. 

Seventy five percent of the global reserves are owned by the national governments. 

 

The United States imports 40% to50% of its oil requirements and processes most of it in its 

refineries in the Southern US.  The United States is actively seeking to source much of its 

currently imported crude supplies with those from more secure and stable sources.  The 

Keystone XL Project was started over five years ago to increase the pipeline supplied crude 

currently in place to the existing refining capacity. 

 

The Canadian oil sands represent over 50% of the new untapped reserves available to satisfy the 

growing volumes required to satisfy the projected global demands. 

 

During the past two years, there have been incidents that have occurred that have presented new 

awareness and subsequent challenges to the oil pipeline and carbon based fuel consumption. 

These are the Gulf of Mexico drilling rig tragedy in April, 2010, the thousands of ducks found 

dead in tailings ponds in the Canadian oilsands operations, and the numerous pipeline leaks that 

have occurred in the US and Canada in the past eighteen months. 

 

Activist organizations have increased voicing their concerns and using the publicity to also 

reinforce their own agendas.  These are to gain support to reduce carbon emissions, reduce 

environmental impact of tar sands mining, and increase availability of alternate energy sources. 

 

At the time of the US government disapproving the route of the Keystone XL pipeline, over 95% 

of the land use contracts with land owners had been successfully negotiated.  A subsequent route 

is now being pursued to avoid the sensitive areas and applications are being prepared for an 

alternate route. 

 

During the planning process, the environmental impact assessments have resulted in 57 

additional and stricter conditions which have been approved by the regulators. 

 

TransCanada maintains that pipelines are the safest mode of transporting oil products based on 

historic information for spills and fatalities when compared to rail and sea methods.  It is deemed 

to be the safest pipeline to be built. 

 

The biggest hurdles to this project are dealing with the political influences. 
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Garfield Ganong thanked Paul Miller for his informative talk and presented him with one of 

Calgary West’s notable Boltmen. 

 

Coming Events 

February 10 Dr Sam Lee, University of Calgary research: Alcohol, the Good, Bad, Ugly. 

February 17 Classification talks: David Hamilton and friends 

February 24 Hon. Jason Kenney, Minister of Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism 

  

March 2 Tent Field Trip, Tsu T’ina First Nations Reserve 

March 9 Din Ladak, CEO Catholic Immigrant Service (Tentative) 

March 16 Karl Herzog, Organiser of Rotary Everest Trek 2012 

March 23 Sheldon Kennedy, Sexual Abuse in Hockey 

March 30 Kimberly Cornish, Permaculture Project, Eastern Namibia/Botswana 

  

April 6 Meeting Cancelled 

April 13 Peter Menzies, CRTC Commissioner 

April 20 Assembly 

April 27 Four Way Test 

 


